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Comment No. 1          Issue Code: 25
DOE has made every effort to ensure that the preparation of the SWEIS
has involved the public and interested stakeholders.  DOE has
encouraged public participation in the process beginning with the initial
scoping meetings and continuing with incorporation of public comments
in the Final Y-12 SWEIS.  Furthermore, DOE has consulted with a
number of other Federal and state agencies during the preparation of the
Y-12 SWEIS.  The SWEIS has been reviewed by other state and Federal
agencies.  The NEPA process is established through CEQ’s regulations
(40 CFR Parts 1500-1508).  In addition, DOE has developed its own
implementing regulations for NEPA (10 CFR Part 1021).  This SWEIS
was prepared in accordance with both sets of regulations, as well as
NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

Comment No. 2         Issue Code: 21
Comment noted.

Comment No. 3         Issue Code: 16
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time, the
United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear weapons
stockpile consistent with the terms of the START I and START II.
Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its weapons
dismantlement activities.  While future arms control reductions may
change requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress.  The need for nuclear weapons and the issue of
how many nuclear weapons the United States maintains as a nuclear
deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.
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